The Very Old, Very Young, and Very Talented

The whole-genome sequencing startup Veritas is seeking to sequence individuals with

extraordinary skills as well as those who have lived to a ripe old age, reports CNBC.

The firm, which spun out of Harvard Medical School, launched its $999 myGenome ser-

vice in 2016. As GenomeWeb reported at the time, co-founder George Church said that

that price point might make whole-genome sequencing more widely attractive.

CNBC says that, in addition to offering those services, Veritas is conducting research into
extreme cases — individuals who can memorize stacks of information quickly or free-
dive hundreds of feet. The company is also interested in people who have lived to beyond
a hundred years of age. In that way, Veritas' Preston Estep tells CNBC, they might be
able to tease out why they lived so long — he suspects it's a mix of genetic and environ-

mental factors.

"I think studying these extreme cases is a really interesting approach," Brigham and
Women's Hospital Robert Green, who is a Veritas consultant, tells CNBC. "In some ways,
the notion of extremes is so fundamental to what we have learned and ever learned

about in medicine."

At the same time, the firm is interested in sequencing infants, it adds.






